
 
 

Newsletter – April, 2016 
 
Thanks for the feedback I have received on the first newsletter and here’s hoping this month’s is even 
better! There is a lot going on as you will find out as you read on. 
 
Blair Smith – Editor (b.d.smith@xtra.co.nz if you want to send me comments or content) 
 
 
Mens Match Play Champs – Congratulations to the Winners 
 
Senior  Ewen Dawe defeated Nick Shadlock on the 13th. This is Ewen’s first matchplay title so well 

done Ewen. 
 
Intermediate  Ed Browne defeated Todd Mayson on the 14th 
 
Junior  Graham Walker defeated Shane Rahmann on the 12th  
 
C Grade Mai Lelaulu defeated Roy Bull on the 17th 
 
All finals were over 36 holes and remember they had played the semi finals the day before so it was a long 
weekend for all these players. 
 
 
Nelson Simich, Lovegrove, Kohn and Bell Cups 
 
The qualifying for these men’s events is this Saturday, 9 April with the matches the following 4 Saturdays. 
As always please only enter if you are available to play the matches. Good luck to all who enter. 
 
 
Ladies News 
 
Our 9 hole ladies should be very proud of the successful annual 9 Hole Open Day they held on Wednesday, 
23 March.  57 nine hole ladies from 8 different clubs took part. Despite drizzly weather at the start, the 
weather improved and the rain held off until the end of the round.  Easter was the theme for the 
day.   20+ beautifully decorated vouchers were handed out and an impressive and colourful raffle table 
proved very popular.  Colourful flower displays adorned the tables and on-course Easter eggs, cup cakes 
and juice helped to make this final event at Manukau a memorable one.  Numerous visitors spoke of their 
fondness for Manukau and the enjoyment they had had playing there over the years and they looked 
forward to next year’s event at Windross Farm. (thanks to Kate for providing this article). 
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Constitution  
 
For those who aren’t aware a new constitution has been written and this is available on the club’s website. 
Please have a read and provide any comments to Stewart by the 15th April. The feedback to date has been 
loaded on the website also so that you can see what suggestions or questions other members have made. 
 
The new constitution is very important as it brings the club up to today’s standards in line with the 
upcoming changes to the Incorporated Societies Act. The key changes have been highlighted in 1 page 
information sheets that were emailed out and are also on the website. These include the removal of setting 
of membership categories and subscriptions from the constitution (these are moved to the Board to set) 
and the changes in the Board composition with 1 Captain, 4 elected board members from the club and the 
ability of the Board to select the Chairperson from those on the Board and to appoint up to 2 independent 
directors! Lots to read and understand so please take the time to do so. 
 
As a result of the proposed new constitution subscriptions will be set by the Board. In order to be open 
with members on this the Board presented the proposed 2016-2017 subscriptions at the recent members’ 
information meeting. A summary table below outlines the proposed subscriptions for 2016/7. Please note 
that the Entrance fee is per annum and payable for the first 5 years for new members. The entrance fee 
per annum is set at the date of joining for those 5 years, but the subscription will be subject to annual 
increases as set by the Board. 
 

2016-17 SUBSCRIPTIONS
 Membership Membership Membership
 Pre December Post December New
Playing Category 2012 2012 2017

7 Day Member $1,500 $1,800 $2,100 + $200

6 Day Member $1,200 $1,440 $1,680 + $160

9 Hole Member $560 $672 $784 + $75

Weekday $1,050 $1,260 $1,470 + $140

FlexiSub (Points) $840 $1,008 $1,176 + $90

Intermediate (19-27 yrs) $730 $874 $1,022 + $100

Junior (under 19 yrs) $150 $162 $189

Non-Playing Category

Social Member $50 $50 $50

Membership subscriptions not paid by 30 September, 2016 will incur a 10% penalty

Joining
Fee

(payable for
�rst 5 years)



Special General Meeting 
 
In order to change the constitution there will be a Special General Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday 3rd May 
at the Takanini clubhouse. There will be a notice of the meeting sent out which will advise the purpose of 
the meeting (approve the new constitution) and provide the final proposed constitution (this may be a 
printed copy sent to each member or a referral to the website and copies available at the clubhouse). 
 
 
Course Conditions 
 
Recent weather resulted in the gum tree to the left of the 17th tee moving! For those who saw it over 
Easter it had started to lean and thus the club had to rope off the area around it for health and safety 
reasons until it was removed on Tuesday 29th March. Thanks to all those who played over Easter for 
accepting the need to use the temporary tee for the 17th. I played it and I have to say it was rather nice to 
play a short par 3 for a change! 
 
Having played on Easter Monday and seen a number of members in the field ahead of me it was 
disappointing to have to fix so many pitch marks on the greens. As always can we all have a good look 
around when walking onto the green and waiting for our playing partners to putt out as a little effort by us 
all can eliminate this ongoing issue. Thanks. 
 
Health and Safety 
 
New legislation has come into effect and there are now stricter requirements for the club in this area. A 
new reporting system has been introduced which can record any incidents that occur on the golf club site 
(course, clubhouse, carpark etc) and this includes near misses and identifying hazards. Any of these items 
can be reported to our Health and Safety officer, Devin Mayson, or to the staff in the office.  
 
Stewart and Devin have recently been through an audit with ACC to gain primary status and have done so 
well we are now working towards secondary status. Well done to all of the staff who helped us achieve 
this. 
 
  



Volunteers 
 
I don’t think most of us realise the extra effort that some put in around the club. I was made aware that 
Devin decided that a regular program of work on bunkers would keep them in better condition for us all 
and to this end he has worked on the bunkers in his own time to help bring them up to standard. And he 
aims to keep them like this by working to a schedule he has planned out. Great work Devin! 
 
Bob and Kathy Laing have been out at Windross Farm painting tree stakes and mulching trees along the 
right hand side of the 4th hole. Most of you wont even know about these trees until September but the 
Laings have wanted to help and this was one task they have accomplished that has saved time for our 
grow in team so that they can work on the playing surfaces for us. 
 
Our President, Warwick Jones, has also been out at Windross Farm helping out. We all know Warwick has 
had some health issues over the last couple of years so hard manual labour wasn’t on the agenda! But 
David Smith has taught Warwick how to drive the fairway mower and he has been seen out there on 
several occasions driving back and forward mowing the new fairways. It was noted that the lines weren’t 
that straight to start with but practice has certainly seen improvement. And remember this is in addition to 
all the time Warwick puts in attending Board meetings etc. 
 
There are no doubt others who would like to volunteer. There are a number of tasks out at Windross Farm 
that we would like to get groups of volunteers to help us with. If you are interested please can you contact 
Don McFadzean or Stewart to let them know. Then we can organise times and those who can help out can 
get together and work in teams. It would be greatly appreciated by David and his team to have such help 
to tidy up a number of areas. This may be as simple as a group walking in a line across a fairway (or 
through the rough) to pull out any rogue weeds that have survived the spraying and filling any small bare 
areas with sand/soil and seed. Not back breaking work but time consuming. 
 
Windross Farm Members Visit – Sunday 1st May 
 
We are planning to have another visit to Windross Farm for members on Sunday 1st May. We are hoping 
that members will be able to drive out there and park in the new carpark but this is still to be confirmed. If 
we can’t use the carpark as it is not ready we will have to reconsider our planned visit. 
 
If it does go ahead we are going to offer a selection of times for groups to start the tour. These are likely 
to be 9am, 10:30am and midday. We hope that this will provide more opportunity for you to attend. 
 
More information will be provided in mid April to confirm the visit and details. Please watch the website and 
we will email members of the final details also. 
 
 
  



Pennants Page 
 
MENS 
 
Presidents 
 
At the latest round on 3 April the team beat Royal Auckland 5-3 at Maungakiekie. This puts the team 
clearly in 3rd place on 30.5 points with Pukekohe on 38 and Titirangi on 35. The fourth placed team is 
Howick on 24.5 and luckily that is the team that Manukau plays on 10 April at Clarks Beach in the last 
round before the top 3 go on.  
 
Well done to the small group of only 10 guys who have played in the team this year. No mean feat given 
the 6 rounds completed already and I think it shows the dedication of the team to winning this year. Good 
luck at Clarks Beach. 
 
Captains 
 
On 3 April the Captains was played at Manukau so the team had their bye round. With 3 rounds to go the 
team only has 10 points but the leading team is Akarana who have 21 points but are still to have their bye. 
So 3 good results and this team could be in the playoffs or even lead their group. 
 
Inter Club Division 3 
 
Again this team had their bye on 3 April and although sitting at the bottom of the table on 13.5 they aren’t 
that far behind the leaders Royal Auckland who have 21.5 points and are still to have their bye. Perhaps a 
long shot to make the play offs but you just never know.  
 
LADIES 
 
Betty Faesen Challenge Section A 
 
After 3 rounds the ladies have had a win, draw and a loss to sit mid table on 11 points. They still have 4 
rounds to go culminating with the final round at Manukau on 29 May. Good luck ladies. 
 
A Grade Pennants 
 
The 4th round was held 4 April at Manukau with our ladies losing narrowly 10-8 to Remuera. We are now in 
third place after 2 wins and 2 narrow losses.  
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Course Guide 
 
Here are the next 3 holes in the series featuring our new course. This time it is holes 13-15 which will 
provide a good test in the middle of the back nine. 
 
Some of the photos featured on these holes were taken on Easter Monday when I visited Windross Farm 
just after dawn. On mornings like this we are all in for a real treat as you will see from the photos. 
 
As an extra this month here is a photo of the new practice putting green which is situated below the Golf 
Shop. You may notice that at the far left end it runs down towards the burn that runs from the 18th green, 
through behind the 14th green and to the lake by the 1st and 10th tees. The 14th green is in the background 
of the photo. The green has plenty of slope and undulations to prepare players for what they will 
experience when they get out on the course. 
 

  



Hole 13 – Par 3, Back 163m, Club 146m and Forward 126. 
 
This par 3 could well become our signature hole. It is a par 3 that plays over a wetland to a green that 
runs from front left to back right and has 3 tiers. To get to the back right tier you will need to take on the 
bunker on the front right. The bailout is short as to the left of the green is more wetlands! The only good 
news is the prevailing wind (southwest) will come from the left and thus help shape the ball flight to the 
shape of the green. It is fair to say that 3 will always be a good score here. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
This bottom photo is looking up the green from the left hand side as you approach. And that 
bunker that is in the front right as you play the hole is on the right in this photo.  



Hole 14 – Par 5, Back 460m, Club 440m, Forward 428m.  
 
This par 5 heads back towards the clubhouse and it is fair to say has a very wide fairway. But miss it left 
and you will be in the hazard or OOB and right is no picnic either with a lake to the right off the tee and 
then mounds with long rough up the right. For your second shot the choice is to lay up short of the cross 
bunkers (which leaves an obscured view of the green) or take them on. The green itself is the smallest on 
the course so you need to be accurate with your approach. No doubt with the 18th green behind it many 
will aim at the wrong flag so use this to your advantage when you bring your friends out. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  



Hole 15, Par 4, Back 282m, Club 271m, Forward 255m. 
 
This is a reasonably short par 4 which plays downwind. For the longer hitter take aim over the right hand 
bunker at the green and all going well you will only have a short pitch shot left. Don’t miss the shot right as 
the wetland extends all the way up the right. Otherwise aim to the left of the bunkers as there is plenty of 
open space there. As is part of the design if you lay up short of the bunker you wont have a clear view of 
the green which has plenty of undulations to make putting a challenge. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


